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The following excerpts present only Chapters 4 and 7
from the 23 chapters in Globish The World Over.



Chapter 4
The Native English Speakers' Edge
is Their Problem

% & % !



%

%

%

%

3*

migrate

%

%

1/2



6

8

%

4 % $
1 pal 6

translated into Globish9

“(Current findings)... should end any sureness among
those people who believe that the global position of English
is completely firm and protected. We should not have the
feeling that young people of the United Kingdom do not
need abilities in additional languages besides English.”

Graddol confirms:

“Young people who finish school with only English will face
poor job possibilities compared to able young people from
other countries who also speak other languages. Global
companies and organizations will not want young people
who have only English.

Anyone who believes that native speakers of English remain
in control of these developments will be very troubled. This
book suggests that it is native speakers who, perhaps, should
be the most worried. But the fact is that the future
development of English is now a global concern and should
be troubling us all.



English speakers who have only English may not get very
good jobs in a global environment, and barriers preventing
them from learning other languages are rising quickly. The
competitive edge (personally, organizationally, and
nationally) that English historically provided people who
learn it, will go away as English becomes a near-universal
basic skill.

English-speaking ability will no longer be a mark of
membership in a select, educated, group. Instead, the lack of
English now threatens to leave out a minority in most
countries rather than the majority of their population, as it
was before.

Native speakers were thought to be the “gold standard”
(idioms remain in this section); as final judges of quality
and authority. In the new, quickly-appearing environment,
native speakers may increasingly be indentified as part of
the problem rather than being the basic solution. Non-native
speakers will feel these “golden’’native speakers are bringing
along “cultural baggage” of little interest, or as teachers are
“gold-plating” the teaching process.

Traditionally, native speakers of English have been thought
of as providing the authoritative standard and as being the
best teachers. Now, they may be seen as presenting barriers
to the free development of global English.
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We are now nearing the end of the period where native
speakers can shine in their special knowledge of the global

“lingua franca.”
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Learning Conventional English

Learning
Globish

Years 1 H 3 4
(Conservative Time Estimates)
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Chapter 7
The Beginnings of Globish
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make the limitations exactly the same, it will be as if there are no
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limitations at all”. )
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The limitations of Globish also make it easier to learn, easier to
find a word to use. Native English speakers seem to have too

many words that say the same thing and too many ways to say
it.
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“People have wondered for years whether English is so solid
in international communication that even the rise of China
could not move it from its high position. The answer is that
there is already a new language, which was being spoken
quietly while native-speakers of English were looking the
other way. These native-speakers of English were too happy
when they thought their language was the best of all. The
new language that is pushing out the language of
Shakespeare as the world’s Lingua Franca is English itself —
English in its new global form. As this book (English Next)
shows, this is not English as we have known it, and have
taught it in the past as a foreign language. It is a new
happening, and if it represents any kind of winning, it will
probably not be the cause of celebration by native English
speakers.”

The British Council continues (in our Globish):

“In organizations where English has become the business
language, meetings sometimes go more smoothly when no
native speakers are present. Globally, the same kind of thing
may be happening, on a larger scale. This is not just because
non-native speakers fear to talk to a native speaker. The
change is that soon the problem may be that few native
speakers will be accepted in the community of lingua franca
users. The presence of native English speakers gets in the
way of communication.”
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please give them this book
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Globish has a special name
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